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dead, one was report to, have 
from the county and one, Al- 
orrls, was excused from) ey 
¡to illness, 

.Ehrmann sat at & table with 
is coŵnsel. They included M. C. Ham- 
1; John Hickey, Linus Evans, Finley 
McNutt, Harry Wallace, Everett San- 
Jers, Harrold Henderson, Jacob White, 
Yoward Maxwell and John S. Mo- 
"adden. 


The: 'prosecutión was repr sated by 
Tris of Wealthy Overall Manufac-| |>rosscutor Richard A. Worneke, of 
turer On Charge of Murder Be- ee county, Deputy Prosecutor Frank 
+ ora ry Foley, Joseph Roach, Charles C. 
: gun at Rockville. | Yni ock and J. M. Johns, |the latter 
T P held county. 


Mr Ehrmann were his broth- 
P Max Ehrmann, the nated writer, 


; | las. 'harles Ehrmann, a well known Terre 
MEN SUMMONED ues i URY. 


Iaute business man, and Frederick A. 
| 
| | 


‘eckert, Jr, his brother-jn-]aw. Mrs. 

ip , the widow of the murdered man, 
d Hy “indicated That Labor Angie of td n pt appear in court. | 
RERE Affalr WII Play. ¡Part “|. Indietment Read, | 

5 in Hearing In | "Attorney Sunkle read the indictment, 

Phrke | | “ich is for murder, in the first degree, 

ei a xplained the law in such cases. 


| id that the penalty which would 

¿demanded by the state, would be 

one. to the Tribune. | ce imprisonment or death in| the elec- 

OCKVILLE, Ind., Sept. 29.—Emll de ‘chair, and asked the men who 
mal | 

n, wealthy clothih fac? tied. the. jury box if they chula each 


nm > | nd' every one so render a verdict if 
‘turer lof Terre Haute, today "d ced a en were In keeping with Relin: 
'court jon a charge . of murder in the Mer nt set up by the state 
s of Edward Judge Barton S. Aikman, |who will 
‘Wadb| a teamster, on May 27, 1913, in| y the case, indicated that he wished 
‘fron | bf the Ehrmann factory on Wa- te proceedings expedited as| much as 
ih} venue in Terre Haute. || yssible and that the attorneys would 
h¢| preliminaries were, brief. Rich- jep o In mind. 
j“ Werneke announced that the| “At'the opening of court there were 
ndietinent would | ‘be read by George| it few spectators, but as the- day 
$ kle, prosecutor of is ¡coun- 'ogressed the court room [filled up 


where the case was yenued from| id. the people watched with interest 

|| county. | The regular panel in le preliminary maneuvers In a trial 

arke couhty circuit court was in hich| promises to be one of [the most 

box and it was an unced that | stable murder cases ever tripd in the | 
had been & special venire of! FU 


Labor Questions Up. jv 
The! first three men on E: regular 


en called. Of these, pne was re- | 


¿nel [examined were the following: 
horgê L. Meyer, farmer, Parke coun- 
Ci M. Whetsell, merchant, Rock- 
lle; John H. Boswell, farmer, Parke 
unty. . In the ex&mination ttorney | 
mkel asked them ‚if they had read 
“the| case, if they had any prejudices 
ainst union labor, if they Ponceded 
y right of union labor to organize, 
re and to picket places nt which 


istri e had been declared? ¡To each 
these questions the first three ten- 
{ve jurors answered that they had 
wi af the case, that they tonceded 
seright of labor to organize|and tx-' 
[se the other functions : escribed 
the, prosecutor. | 
At this juncture keveral: o jectidhs 
re interposed by. attorneys| for the 
'ensé. Attorney Roach arose and 
T. om the 167th Indiana, estab- 
ning the right of labor to ‘organize 
i4: ONE as lawful the righr 


'stilkc., Roach said that the union 


or ‘question will be one of the most 

int aspects of the prosecution 
| Wished this early to establish 
"sition. of, the m In the 


Y 
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CALLED m Dim (UT NEN YEAR 


Che ples H. mw of aie State Board Members ‘Point Out 
| Gables, Fla., Dies At Asheville, That Shorter Terms ba Be 
Necessary. . 


STRIKE] 


ieee of Gov 
livitits Will Cor 

| 
et Concessio! 
qu CITYNIA] 
—The Farmers Ni: 
asgoclation leid its 


table at the conferer 
erg governors here 


INDIANAPOLIS, Sept. 10.—Full 
effect of tbe $1.50 tax rate maxi- 
mum, while it will be noticed some- | 
what this school year, will not bel 
felt severely until the 1938-1934 


vofher of Max Eh 
0 ılears ago a resident: of T 
"Have, died Thursday in! Ashavite, 
N. I. He had gone|to Ashevillej to year, according toi members of the: thé chief executives 
megt his son, Dr. Howard prenaj "state board of education, meeting! fa] fmers strike wih 
a professor of history ‚in the k Vyesterday in the office of George S. this Nght of agri¢ 
verility of Michigan, | ‘Cole, state superintendént of pape) remedied. 
Charles Ehrmin wa in d jinstruction, rhe association n 
. ': packing business jn Terre Hate The effect of a marked reductions RS 
| {ter 46 years prior to hig dep&rturédiin the sthóol levy, which will be aj That the gover: 
| fre the city. His establishment ¡natufal consequence of ithe gener-i| € m states place 
j va located on the 8outhbast corner | ally cut tax rates, will bg threo-fold,; alf; agricultural proc 
| of fourth and Chio|streets, Cóinéi- according to Mr. Cole. School edu-;|loW fhe cost of "pr 
jus ally, the building which houged | cational nasi willijhave ta: bal 
' thejold Elrmann packing plant 
before wreckers in M last w 


1 lowered, teachera' waged will be res; gó they derhand 

duced and the school ems hprt HI| A! Special; sess 
lehed. ` ; een called. to 
| |. Shorter Terms Foresaen, ^ A islation. | 


"What probably will happen k en Xv a ioni 
ba that the schools will be operated other - indebtedness | 
until the money runs out," Mr. Cole fet t. immediately. 
sald. | “When -the funds are ex That cong: ese, | 
|tHe|bank of West Terre! Haute and ya |naustáa the ‘schools | willl ha tô | inlappofal session, In 
[ad one) of the founders of #he | pes. he terms no 4 ubj Wik b x nihi rgo jpn | 

hýmann Manufac uring Bro ces n|food stuffs! 


Dur ng ‘the present Monooı year, ul i cóngress has € 
| which has just started, funds fox | eiie rázfer, a, id 


H sdoprintendent of the Suhday schol 
|the -First Meth odlat) Epiebapal 
E qe Seventh ani Poplar stjre 


yet ue , : | 7 ‘these 'th 
business and civid c a toe À i ive ther cnet 
4% he had been in Terre) Hautp, | mum, uf holding 


lowever, school revenues will „bi 
| somewhat | Čurtailed betausd of! de 
creased Valuations in nibny parts of 
the státe. The reductión, however 
wam not regarded by most; of) thí 
educati n board. members as n: 
that: w ua cripple materially | 
! states hducational syst m. 1 1. 
: | Altho gh the situati, n Me disi 
cussed | it] somo: ‘lengthy 


enar of the ¡Cpral| a | the! market 
| | It 


on. During hid 
der here he made 
s In ¡commeriria 
p pel 


é i 


. NOVELIST AND POET DIES © 


outsta 


Zhrmann, for on that ‚day 
ition to him as a poet w 
oy musicians, college Pos 
artists and friends at the 
Swope Art Gallery. | 

Ernest Alden, a lifelong friend, 
paid tribute to him as a friend and 
Dr. Harry V. Wann paid tribute 
to him as “a poet.” Dr. Allen Al- 
bert, director of the art gallery, 
presented ‘him with a scroll on 
which was inscribed the recogni- 
tion of friends and their names. 

On that day Mr. Ehrmann was 
too moved to speak. He particu- 
larly was happy when Dr. Harry 
V. Wann praised him for having 
been faithful to Terre Haute by 
remaining here after success had 
come to him, szying that it was a 
Source of pride to the people that 
he had chosen to maintain his 
home in this city. 

Mr. Ehrmann was born in Terre 
Haute, the son of the late Max and 
Margaret Barbara Lutz Ehrmann. 
He attended Terre Haute public 
schools and was graduated from 
the Terre Haute High School. 
Following his graduation he en- 
tered DePauw University. where he 
majored in literature and philoso- 
phy. After his graduation from 
DePauw he studied post graduate 
work in letters and philosophy at 
Harvard University. Then he came 
home to write the poems and novels 
which won him fame. 

Universities Give Praise. 

Both DePauw and Harvard uni- 
| versities showed great apprecia- 
tion of the work of Mr. Ehrmann. 


MAX EHRMANN. y us 
mann, Nationally Known | | 
9 Succumbs Af ter A ttack | Community Atteies "le 


, Terre Haute novelist and poet, died at St. Anthony's 
o'clock last night following a cerebral hemorrhage 
riday evening at his residence, 903 South Sixth M 
whose fame as a poet was nation-wide, had been REF 
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V] 
Dina Anniversary or Ehrmann 
“eT SEP 221857 


This week marks the birth anniversary of the late Max Ehrmann, | 
| well-known writer and poel, who was born in Terre Haute, mames] 


Y ‚By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


| 26th, 1872, 
| memories, 
"Ihe opening words in his famous! 
Journal begun in 1917 and kept 
| through twenty years, concerned 
| his family, He was 
|| Max Ehrmann a V ee yt 
bara Lutz. Aft 

| WW n 


k 
|, 


i 


SS 31048 in Germany, 
^s voy the father, a! 


the son of 


llis birthdays were always serious occasions lo him, for: / 
and for looking forward, N 


i laute, He took an active part in: 
j politics, and was offered the nom- | 

ination for state senalor when he ; 
i was twenty-five, years oll, For: 


l several years he was president ol: 


the Terre Haute Literary Club ` 
' and read a paper every year. 
i In 1903 when James Whitcomb 


i 
L 
| Riley spoke before a packed audi- ! 


Eu of nineteen 
years, set forth: 
alone from his | 
home in Bavaria |! 
D» for America. Ile |^ 
J. Clarklanded in New), 
| Dorothy York, worked 
| his way westward, and remained | 
jin Terre Haute. A year later the 
| the Lutz family, also from Bavaria, 
càme to America, stopped in Terre 
| Haute but went on to farms in 
|| Marshall, Illinois. The families in 
Germany had no knowledge of cach | 
N other, yet the young Margaret 
| Lutz and Max Ehrmann met in 
N Terre Haute and were married. 
ti Their fifth and last child was to 
be Max Ehrmann. 
Father Was Cabinet Maker. 


The father, Max Ehrmann, was |i 
a cabinct maker and during ond | 


after the Civil War he did the fine | 


woodwork on the interior of Pull- 
man cars for the Pennsylvania: | 
raiiroad. ; 
| A frequent visitor at their home ! 3 
was big, bluff Grandfather Lutz | 
from Marshall. Born in 1799, 
Christian Lutz had lived through | 
and witnessed much of recent Ger- ; 
man history and often told his! 
grandchildren stories of his youth: 
in Germany. He also told them: 
of the first people going over to | 
„Marshall from Terre Haute, a dis-, 
tance of about sixteen miles. They! 
had found their way through for-: 
iests, breaking off branches from Í 
the trees to show their paths which | 
in lime became the present high- 
way from Terre Haute to Marshall. | 
_ For years the road was filled "ith e 
, deep ruts and fearful mud, It took | 
one day for the Lutz farmers to | 
‘drive to Terre Haute with their ! 
farm products and the next day » 
to drive back. t 


Entered: Harvard. f 


After graduation from DePauw, ! 
Max Ehrmann entered the post- | 
graduate School of Philosophy at { 
Harvard University and for two! 
years specialized in law and phi-! 
losophy. It was here that he met! 
analher famous Terre Haulcan, 
Eugene Debs. ; i 


The varied career of Max Kir-! 
mann helped to mold his thinking - 
along the lines of social protest. | 
Even though six of his books had ! 
been published, he realized hc: 
could not make a living by writing ; 
| poetry and drama. So he took up | 

t the practice of law, was admitted | 
Í to the bar, and became a deputy: 
prosecuting attorney here in Terre ! 


- *. er the unsucsess- 
' f . ful revolution of |! 
E 
} 
k 
ur 
€. 


here, Max Ehrmann introduced: 
| him, This led to an acquaintance , 
‘with Riley that continued through ! 
the years. Max Ehrmann at the, 
| age of twenty-six was already. 
known as a thinker and reformer ! 
on public questions, Soon he began 
giving his lectures and reading 
from his own poems on a midwest- 
ern tour. t 
For himself he wrote these lines , 
and for years kept them on his | 
desk: “ Keep interested in your own ; 
| career, Sec in the future some prog: * 
i ress, however little. Know that to | 
a begin zonae y again, wi when you! 
li have failed, is itself a um ‘suc | 
| cess, Maintain the respect of them | 
that meet you day by day through | 
D ndr. not servility. Condemn | 
' conditions rather than men. Believe ; 
| and say some good of life. And; 
| though you lash injustice with bit! 
| ler words, be still sweet at heart. ; 
! Here is a battlefield for the cour- ' 
3 age of a hero.” 
| The writings ot Max Ehrmann j 


ner 


| ¡have become more popular and | 


(his stature as a philosopher has | 
increased over the years. “Al 
| Prayer” has become famous, and ; 
tis found framed and hanging in! 
(many offices, schools and ‘private | 
‘homes all over the wo rid.t 
|"Desiderata" has become very; 
| well known by appearing on Christ- | 
¡mas greetings cards last year and | | 
printed on parchment for framing. i 
Despite a serious heart condition, ! 
| Mrs. Max Ehrmann has published ; 
four books of her husband's laler 
'works since his death September | 
j 9th, 1945. She has cdited a Bonk 
‘of his poems, his biography and 
this Journal. I was privileged lo; 
¡sec the many scrapbooks she has, 
! compiled of press notices, clippings | 
tof his work which have been pub- | 
‘lished in magazines, newspapers | 
and other publications all over the * 
country, and most interesting of; 
| all are the letters she has received * 
i from famous people in all walks j 
; ot life. These letters from cdu- j 
calors, ministers, news commen: j 
, tators, Congressmen, all prominent 
į people in their various ficlds, ac 
+ claim the writings of Max Ehr- 
! mann and her efforts in presentliga i 
his later works to the ess 
! public. 
Most of Max Ehrmann’s inani] 
| manuscripst, scrapbooks, ete., have j 
‘been placed in the DePauw Ar- | 
Ichives by his widow, As we; 
‘talked, Mrs, Ehrmann and I, 


ence at the Grand Opera House). 


she " i 
‘remarked how far ahead of his XAS 


"whieh he seb forth 
ithe riddles af the 
phe solved by the supermen of 
¿Science and mechanical contriv- 
! ances—all in linc with the ad- 
‘vanced, scientific thought of to-; 
day. She mentioned how interested - 
Max Ehrmann would have been 
| in the Air Force Major's hailoon 
| llighl—space travel nineleen miles 
above the carth into the black un- 
i known. . 
Widely Quoled Poem, 
In 1940 Max Ehrmann published 
'a long poem “War” whose con- 
f clusion has become increasingly ' 
+, one of his most-quoled poems: |: 
| “The task is ours: 
+ Let us lift ourselves above our 
| 
| 


a Haeory tho 
universe mich! 


jungle origin; 

For hate and war, substitute. | 
understanding and good 
will, 

Without these, it is the end of 

the earth; 

And gonc will 
man 


| be whatever 
has made, both the 
] cvil and the good; 

| This globe of matter will be- 
| come dust, and roam the 
| 

| 

| 


endless spaces. 


Whatever gods there be, must 
have witnessed countless 


- 


such catastrophes of worlds, ! 
Where living crcatures' brains [ 
outran their hearts. i 
Science without love will do- 
stroy the earth.” | 
Quoting from Mrs. Ehrmann's í 
words—''This, then, is the mes- 


sage of Max Ehrmann. Here is aj 
beautiful world in which there is} 
! abundance for man's needs, Only; 
|oursclves can bring about any! 
better social'order. Only ourselves! 
can bring any peace to a Vd 


in chaos,” 


lime was her late husband. As. 
‚carly as 1927 he wrote an arlicle, 
i "Lifting the Veil,” in the Har- 
Graduates. Magazine, in 


i 
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Mrs, Ehrmann Dies; 
Rites for Poeis | 
Widow Thursday 


as U 
Funeral secvices for Mrs. Ber Soke 
tha Pratt King Ehrmann, for t 
more: than 50 years identified | ER 
with the educational and cultural | re | 
life of the community, will be at I SUM 
11:30 o'clock tomorrow morning, y $ | 
at tha Martin Tearman Funeral | 
Home. The Rev. George Mitchell, | | 
pastor of the First Congrega- ! 
tional Church, will officiate. The 
body will be taken. to Indian- 


- BEI 


! 
! 


apolis for cremation. MRS. BERTHA EHRMANN 

Mrs. Ehrmann, who had been 
ill for the past eight years, died 
early yesterday morning -.at St. 


Anthony's Hospital, where she EN n i 
: iann, poet and philosopher. Fol. 

"y en EN E ss ! lowing his death, she republished 
South. Sixth Stet i some of pue poems e Me Ehr- | 
P 8 = ! mann" and “The Wife of Maro- 
From 1908 until 1945 she was bius: and Other Plays;" edited! 


edited a column, “Our Heritage,” 
Ifor the club's Bulletin. | 
She was married to Max Ehr-| 


president and principal of the, 


King Classical School. It first 
was located at Seventh and Oak 
streets, but shortly moved to the 
building at the southwest corner 
of Sixth and Park streets, now 
remodeled into an apartment 


and published the “Journal of; 
Max Ehrmann,” and wrote-“Max 
Ehrmann: A Poet's Life." 

She attended the First Con- 
gregational Church and was as- 
sociated with its Congregational 
Guild prior to the establishment 


house. of the  Universalist-Unitarian, 
+-+.+ Church here, in which she had' 


FOR A WHILE Miss Mary Sin. | her membership. —— 
clair Crawford was associated | Her only survivor is a nephew, 
with her in the school and it was |." 
known as the King-Crawford Mass. k 
Classical School. Later Miss |, Friends may call at the funeral | 
Crawford’ moved to California |20™e after 5 o'clock this after- 
and it became the King Classical noon: 
School. : JEANNE S 

Always a commissioned school 
for the kindergarten, all grades 
and high school, it was designed 
primarily to prepare students for 
study in the schools of the East 
which required college entrance 
board examinations. Its largest 
enrollment was in. 1928, when 
there were 92 students and 10 
teachers. e 

A native of Little Falls, N. Y., 
Mrs. Enrmann was a graduate of 
Smith College. She' came here 
soon after her graduation and | 
within a short time extablished 
the school which bore her name. 


During the Summer of 1914: 
and 1915 she was with the Red-' 
path Chautauquas in Ohio and. 
Pennsylvania, giving daily talks 
on social questions and problems 
of girls and women. Among her 
topics were “What the Twen- 
tieth Century Offers Women,” 
“What Do You Want in Life?” 
“The Crowded World,” omen | 


Earning Women,” “Women 
Through the Ages,” “Woman 
Suffrage, E ME Recor ine 4 
Emerson” and "The Worth of a 
Girl" The last named was pub- 
lishod im 1916 by T. Y. Crowell 
aud Company. | 


U ag ap 

IN Till, SUMMERS of 1919 anil) 
1929 she aguin was on the lecture 
Circuit, (hts tune in support of 
sulfrace campaigns in Ohio and 
Wisconsin. She also lectured be- | 
fore clubs. churches and schools 
of Lis prea and her articles were! 
published im local papers. | 

A member of the Woman's De- | 
part:iont Club, she gave many 
talis» und book reviews on its pro- 
grams. Following the closing of 
the Kins Classical School she | 


LE Wight of Brookline,|' 
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“life. E 


come was listed as $2,000. Gam-| 


E m j A mA 
/76 At 
bill, Cox, Zwerner,* Gambil and 
Sullivan represents, the estate... 


Nephew Named 
Principal Heir in 
Ehrmann Estate 


The $50,000 estate of Mrs. || 


Bertha King Ehrmann, who died 
last Tuesday. was admitted: to 
probate yesterday before Com- 
missioner John F. O'Brien. The| 
Merchants National Bank guali-| 
fied as executor of Mrs. Ehr- | 
mann's will. H 

Terms of the will indicate that 
a nephew, Richmond Wight of 
Brookline, Mass., is to receive 
a lump sum of $1,500 and all 
of the decedent’s jewelry, books, 
pictures, silver and china and a 
radio and typewriter. 

+ + + 
HE ALSO was bequeathed all 
household goods and furnishings 
and the royalties and income 
from the writings, poems and 
plays of her late husband, Max 
Ehrmann. 

The remainder of the estate 
is to be placed in trust at the 
bank whose officials were in- 
structed to pay $2,000. each Jan. 
1 to Wight for the rest of his 


The money for the annual pay- 
ments is to come from an insur- 
ance annuity, but if the annuity 
does not total $2,000 the trust 
fund is to be used to make up 
the balance. 

T Be 
WHEN THE annuity payments 
are terminated, the trustee is to 
pay the entire net income of the 
trust each year to the nephew. 
If the net inceme is less than 
$2,000 per year, the trustee was 
directed to make up the differ- 
ence between the net income and |! 
$2,000 by withdrawing funds 
from the bulk of the trust. | 

The will also contained a stipu- 
Jation that the bank is to make 
available to Wight whatever it 
deem3 necessary should sickness, 
hospitalization or dire need be- 
set hìm. This would come from 
the corpus of the trust fund, 

+ + + 
IN THE EVENT Wight dies be- 
fore the trust fund is exhausted, 
the fund is to be terminated and: 
the money given to Union Hos- 
pital whose directors may utilize 
it as they see fit. 

All of the estate's vaule was in, 
personal property. Annual in-, 
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pons classmates at King Classical renew obl 
day” evening when. the alumni of the school were guests of Miss 
Bertha Pratt King at the.school. The present high school girls save an 
amusing skit called "Boarding School” and sang 
some of their new songs. which indeed -Tecalled 
school days of yesterday. 

Nor thirty years graduates of Classical have 
been attending the leading colleges of the country. 
have entered the business and professional world. 
have marrled or moved away, or still! remain in Terre 
Haute, where they are bringing up another generation 
of boys and girls with credit. and. success. Always 
it hag been the ideal of Miss King that girls should 
be prepared for earning their own living, as weli as $ 
for becoming capable wives and mothers and this 
was the theme of her book published in 1916, “The ; 
Worth of a Girl.” Naturally the school is proud 
when many of these graduates have proved their . 
worth, have found their work in business or in their 
families. a“ 

Two sisters, graduates of Classical. have made 
splendid records in their work. .Mrs. Bernice Viquesney Lamb is now a, 
valuable worker in the Federal Reserve bank of Chicago, Mrs. Lucillej 
Viquesney Brewster (Mrs. James Brewster) graduated from Wilson col- | 
lege, ty now the treasurer of the Viquesney Printing Co. of Terre Haute. | 
Also Mrs. Brewster is president of the Atumni Association this year. i 

Miss Juliet Peddle, daughter of the late Prof. John Peddle of Rose: 
Polytechnic, and a graduate of University of Michigan, is now con-: 
nected with the Miller & Yeager firm. architects, in Terre Haute. For: 
several years Juliet was in Chicago doing special work on school archi- | 
tecture and won wide recognition tor her work. «Mrs. Persis White! 
Simmons (Mrs. Sheldon Simmons) daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B. B., 
White. after graduation from Indiana University did special psychiatric 
work for the state of Indiana. She has lectured frequently in Terre 
Haute and now lives in Columbus. O. 

Mrs. Marcella Moore Bostick (Mrs. Ben Bostick) is now a full fledged 


emorias Just Pri- 


THE ALUMNAE 
COMES BACK. 


Continued On Page Fourteen. 
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MAX EHRMANN 


CENTENNIAL 
OBSERVANCE SEPT. 22-23 


The centennial observance of the birth of Max Ehrmann, Terre Haute 
writer and philosopher, will be highlighted here September 22 and 
23 by several special events. These include a concert, a symposium, dis- 
plays at the Historical Museum, Swope Art Gallery and Public Library. 
a slide and tape show, the marking of his birthplace, the placing of a 
wreath on his grave at Highland Lawn Cemetery, and tours of historic 
interest. : 

One of five children of Barbara Lutz Ehrmann and Max Ehrmann 
Sr., Max was graduated from DePauw University, attended Harvard 
University, served as a deputy states attorney in Indiana for two years 
before joining his brothers in an overall manufacturing firm in Terre 
Haute, where he was attorney and credit manager for 10 years before 
devoting full time to writing. 

His Desiderata, reproduced here, has perhaps over-shadowed not 
only his other works (22 books and pamphlets appearing in 33 lan- 
guages and dialects) but also his most famous piece, A Prayer. Czrmr?ntity Affafrs FIRST 

Desiderata gained worldwide popularity last year when it was 
"rediscovered" and set to music. Les Crane's single of Desiderata on 
Warner Bros. Records was so successful that Warner Bros. recorded an 
album of the same name, which was produced by Fred Werner. A 
Chamber of Commerce Centennial Steering Committee has been work- 
ing with the Historical Museum and other groups to plan and coordinate 
activities for the Ehrmann Centennial. - je 
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BERTHA PRATT KING (MRS. MAX EHRMANN) — Founder of King 
Classical School. 


MAX EHRMANN — Other children of Barbara and Max Ehrmann Sr. 
were Matilda, Charles, Emil and Albert. 


of Max Ehrmann. 
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— JOSIAH LUTZ — Maternal grand 
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From a local attic-clearing a 
peared a large dusty ledger bool! 
papers, contracts, correspondence 
and several smaller books pertain- 
ing to the Ehrmann family's com- 
plicated business partnerships and 
holdings. It is from materials like 
these that local historians can 
learn what was going on in the 
community years ago. 

An alphabetical fist of Chicago 
customers of the Ehrmann Coal Co. 
for the year 1907-08 was found. 
There was a cashbook for the real 
estate development in Terre Haute 
called McKeen Park Place. 

Charles H. Ehrmann was in- 
volved in the Shelburn Construc- 
tion Co., and the Becket-Shirkie 
Coal Co. in 1920. The 1909-1915 
ledger of the Vandalia Park Place 
No. 1 and No. 2 was found, along 
with the 1905 credits and contracts 
of the Owens & Ehrmann South 
First Street Houses project 

The minutes of the board of 
directors of the Rock Creek Coal 
Co. were most informative. John E. 
Cox, Edgar W. Bell and Henry 
Adamson met to incorporate Aug. 
28, 1917, at the office of Cox & 
Adamson, 410 Star Building. 

They had filed articles of in- 
corporation to do any kind of 
mining business, to mine, remove 
and market coal and all other 
minerals; to lease, buy and sell coal 
lands, real estate; and erect dwell- 
ings and other necessary buildings. 
Capital stock totaled $10,000, 100 
shares at $100 each. 

In September 1917, Burwell W. 
Sale was elected to fill Cox's 
vacancy. Bell resigned, and Miss 
Helen Sale was elected to fill his 
vacancy. George Fick was elected 
vice president. ES 
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M Clark retired as 
The Tribune-Star 
women's editor in 
1980. She has 
written a local his- 
tory column for 30 
| years. She is Vigo 
County Historian. 


By Dorothy J. Clark ` 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


In December 1917, the company 
sold property and assets and 
canceled a coal lease. At that time 
the 100 shares were owned by 
Burwell Sale (51 shares) Helen 

. Sale (46 shares) and Henry 
Adamson (1 share). Sale's wife was 
Gertrude Sale. 

On Dec. 7, 1917, C. H. Ehrmann, 
William A. Braden and George Fick 
purchased all of the Rock Creek 
Coal Co. The manager of the 
company was C. E. Forsyth. The 
owned all that part of the nort 
half of the south quarter of Sec. 20, 
T13N, R9W, which laid east of the 
right-of-way of the Chicago, Terre 
Haute and Southeastern Railroad. 

By the spring of 1918, buildings 
were built, they had water trouble 
in the mine, timber troubles with 
12-foot entries, and needed another 
mule. The mine was producing 50 
tons a day with 16 tank cars. They 
were producing 70-75 tons a day by 
July and August with nothing but 
troubles. 

The consensus was “better sell" 
qe Oct. 18, 1918. The signing of the 
Armistice and a mild winter caused 
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the coal business to med It was 
impossible to sell coal. So they shut 
down the mine on Nov. 18, 1918. 

By Dec. 12 they had closed down 
the mine and declared they were 
ready to sell for $10,000. By Feb. 
10, 1919, the property was disman- 
tled and the proceeds were sold off 
to liquidate indebtedness. 

Ben Bailey offered to buy the 56 
plus acres of land for $1,200, but 
couldn’t get up the cash. Finally, in 
April 1919, it was sold to the 
Clovelly Coal Co. 

Among the papers were old blank 
checks printed before 1920 on the 
McKeen National Bank and The 
Terre Haute National Bank, and 
an envelope addressed to C. H. 
Ehrmann, Fourth and Ohio 
Streets, with a 2-cent stamp 
canceled in 1906. The logo of the 

; return address was a loaded coal 

* car with the name Ehrmann Coal 
Co., distributing points, Terre 
Haute and Chicago — “If not 
delivered in three days, roll me 
back to Terre Haute." 

Another ledger book began Oct. 
6, 1908, when Spencer F. Bali, 
James C. Stimson, Robert E. Lee 
and Charles H. Ehrmann met in 
the office of Central Union Build- 
ing & Loan Association, 30 S. Sixth 

t 


A report was given on the price 
of 155 acres owned by R. 
Tennant at the northeast corner of 
25th Street and Maple Avenue. He 
wanted $400 per acre, all cash, 
except a note for $10,000 at 6 
percent due in one year. They 
accepted the offer. 

On Oct. 23, Ball, Stimson, Lee 
and Ehrmann met at the office of 
Ehrmann & Co., for a $63,000 
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fund-raising session. This was ac- 


complished by a $20,000 land 
mortgage of the U. S. Trust Co.; E 
$12,000 mortgage by T: H. Trust 
Co. of McKeen lot contract; $3,000 
note of T. H. Trust; $10,000 note of 
S. F. and W. C. Ball; $10,000 note 
of R. S. Tennant; and $8,000 in 
notes of $2,000 each from Ball, 
Stimson, Lee and Ehrmann. 

The deal was closed on Oct. 27 
following an organizational meet- 
ing Oct. 25 to lay out Vandalia 
Park No. 2. They closed the 
Tennant deal on Oct. 30. 

On Nov. 1, they met with Judge 
Stimson for the closing of the land 
except the Vandalia Railroad right- 
of-way, a total of 157.424 acres. 

The group met in October 1913 to 
appoint Lee trustee for the proper- 
22 They recorded the plat from 

arbour Ave. and 30th St. to 25th 
St. and Maple Ave. They began the 
ud with Lot. No. 277 to U.S. Trust 


o. 

A yellowed newspaper clipping 
was pinned to a copy of the lega! 
commercial report, and I quote, 
“Deeds in a big land deal were filed 
in the recorder's office by which 157 
acres were transferred by Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Tennant to a com- 
pany composed of .. The land 
extends from 25th and Maple east 
to the poor farm, and the considera- 
tion was $62,970. 

"These men purchased some 
time ago the old Ijams farm, which 
lay west of Maple Ave. and 25th 
St., and it was platted as Vandalia 
Park and sold. The purchasers say 
there is no intention of plotting this 
new purchase for the present. It is 
situated near the new Vandalia 
round house and shops." 
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T erre Haute native Max Ehrmann was a poet, 

4 philosopher and prophet of the highest rank. 

a This coming weekend, the city—the site of his birth, 
death and most profound deliberations—will cele- 
brate his extraordinary literary accomplishments. 


The timing is appropriate. Ehrmann was born 130 
y years ago, on Sept. 26, 1872, to Maximilian and 

9 Barbara (Lutz) Ehrmann, Bavarian immigrants. He 
M was the youngest of five children. 


In 1927—75 years ago—he first published his world 
famous poem Desiderata, which has been translated 
into at least 32 languages. Random House New 
Zealand recently issued a special 75th anniversary 
edition. 

Relatives from several states are expected to attend “Max Ehrmann Days,” com- 
mencing with a formal wreath presentation at the Ehrmann gravesite in Highland 
Lawn Cemetery on Saturday, Sept. 14, at 2:30 p.m. On Sunday at 10:30 a.m., local 
author Dorothy Jerse will discuss Ehrmann’s life and achievements at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 1825 S. Fruitridge Ave. 


A guided tour of Ehrmann landmarks in Farrington’s Grove will begin at the Vigo 
County Historical Society Museum, 1411 S. Sixth St., Sunday at 2 p.m. The Coffee 
Grounds at 423 Wabash Ave. will host an informal colloquium of conversations 
about Ehrmann and his philosophy of life interspersed with readings of his work. 
The public is encouraged to attend any or all of the events. 


Desiderata is not Ehrmann’s only celebrated work. At the time of his death on 
Sept. 9, 1945, his poem A Prayer, first published in 1903, was better known. A 
tramed copy of A Prayer was stolen from the Indiana Building at the St. Louis 


- World's Fair, resulting in worldwide publicity. On Feb. 14, 1909, it was printed in 


the Congressional Record. 


In 1910 Ehrmann was invited to join the Author's Club of London. After a stint as 
Vigo County deputy prosecutor and several years as credit manager for Ehrmann 
Manufacturing Co., the garment business owned by two of his brothers, he devoted 
himself exclusively to literary pursuits. Though he traveled widely, Terre Haute 
remained his permanent home. "Here is the world in miniature,” he declared in his 
poem Terre Haute. 


Ehrmann authored more than 20 books and booklets, including several plays. His 
widow—the former Bertha Pratt King, founder of King Classical School in Terre 
Haute—reissued new editions of some of his works, wrote his biography, Max 
Ehrmann: A Poet’s Life, and edited The Journal of Max Ehrmann for publication. 
She died on Jan. 16, 1962. 
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